Winsford is located in the heart of rural Cheshire, 17 miles from Chester, 28 miles from Manchester, and 30 miles from Liverpool. The M6 motorway (Jn19) is just six miles to the east giving easy and fast motorway access to all parts of the UK In fact this junction is the area where the long overdue M6 Toll Road extension is expected to start. Winsford Railway station is on the fast West Coast Main Line and just 162 miles or 2 hours away from London. 

Winsford town is just 25 miles from the site of the “New Omega Opportunity”. Omega is a £1billion development opportunity widely recognised as one of the largest and most important strategic development projects in Europe. This will involve the development of a vibrant, active and sustainable business community over the course of next 25 to 30 years on the 558 acre (226ha) former Burtonwood airbase site in Warrington. This will be a business community that will grow to in excess of 25,000 workpeople who will all be in dire need of housing.
Winsford developed as the result of large salt deposits which are relatively easy to mine. Today, Winsford has a population of some 33,000 and a diverse employment base. There was period of overspill in the 1960,s but recent population increases have come from natural growth and Vale Royal Borough Council’s restrictions on any form of housing development happening in areas other than Winsford and Northwich.

Winsford is made up of three parishes: Over, St Chad’s, and Wharton. These ancient parishes were combined to form Winsford in the 19th century.
The name "Winsford" is of uncertain origin but probably derives from Wain's or Wynne's and Ford (Mr Wain’s crossing point of the river Weaver). There may well have been a ford at the lower end of Welsh Lane where it meets the river.

The river Weaver was canalised in 1798 from Frodsham to Winsford Town Bridge to allow salt to be easily transported to Northwich and Liverpool for export. The most prominent geographical feature of note is the Flashes. This area of open water is created by salt being washed out of underlying rock and the subsequent collapse of the overlying rock. Flashes are common features of the Cheshire landscape and Winsford's are the largest and most well known. Top Flash is a popular fishing water, Middle Flash is silted up and Bottom Flash is the largest and very popular for sailing, fishing, and walking.

Over the last 30 years Winsford has completely changed in character. A declining Victorian working town has become one of the most modern and pleasant industrial and residential areas in the Northwest. Much of the Victorian town has vanished. An impressive Hi Tech industrial estate was pioneered by the Urban District Council to bring new life into the town. 

Today there are a even more Hi Tech modern light industrial estates, a new retail park, and plans to expand the new HQ for the Cheshire Police. Modern Winsford continues to develop with new housing, industry and environmental improvements, Landscape work has taken place along the River Weaver as part of the Mersey Forest project, and this has transformed the river from an industrial backwater to a place of recreation and enjoyment, with excellent fishing and boating. 

The geographical features, namely salt mines and flashes considerably restrict the areas of Winsford that can be developed (developers won’t build above salt mines and can’t build on water!). The main area of land available for development is to the East of Winsford (North Oak View); in a fact major development is already underway there.

Winsford has become an important administrative centre with the building of Vale Royal Borough Council's HQ in 1991 and Cheshire Fire Brigade HQ in 1997. Cheshire Police opened their new HQ at Woodford Park in November 2003.

In fact the major new police HQ is within the area seeing MAJOR development at the moment, the area that contains North Oak View.

Winsford Town Centre has just finished a major redevelopment plan, seeing a huge overhaul of the town centre, modern new retail units being built and a new multi story car park being built. 

A new Multi-Million Pound State of the Art Leisure centre has just opened up and a massive new College is in the process of being built.

The whole of the Winsford area is under change, it is alive with sympathetic building and development work and all the counties emergency services and council administration departments are relocating there due to it being “the heart of Cheshire”. 

